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MEDICAL OFFICER'S REPORT FOR 1966 
Telephone Number 3, Wylcwm Street, 
Knighton 523 ; KNIGHTON Radnor. 
Mr, Chairman, and Gentlemen, 
ee My report for the year 1966 is as follows :- 


Home Population -— The estimeted mid-year population of the Urban District of 
Knighton was 1870, an increase of 50 over 1965. 


Schedule of Premises at 31.12.1966 


wn 


Type Number 

Dwelling houses and flats (excluding ose assessed with Shops) .. 621 
Single Caravan Sites (without rateable structures) ......eeeeceees 3 
Shops assessed with private dwelling accommodation .......-. Cr gee 
Other shops (including Banks in shopping areas) and Cafes ........ 34 
Offices (including Banks in shopping areas) ....cccccceccccces avaie. aoe 
Public Houses (excluding Residential Hotels)....csescccccccsecses - Fe 
Meee end SORTCINE HOUSES ..ccecccssvaccovce inte iamaedestteregess t 
rey a Makes s bidwdss oe Ssacdocevesscocsccdceconae ccames = & 
emerges, SuOros and WOTkShoOps ..cecccccccccccccccnsccscccoccece 30 
Gerages (Commercial), Petrol Filling Stations, Car Pavks sess es 9 
Lock-up Garages (separately assessed) ...ssecccecccccsccece Ae Se y Bly 
CCG Mca ehnnadgs sce eee enacheecvccecccecsce ee re aes 
Factories, Mills and other premises of a similar nature .......... 5 
Gas, Hlectricity, Water, Transport Undertakings ...... pansy aoe te d 
EE aalpasiWWtandaseracrccurececcneccaces Svennnessncsese§ tL 
Seeruevend Recreation Grounds, Golf Course acccscccccceccccccvecs de 
Social Clubs, Community Centres and Public Halls ....ccccecccceeee 
I CMON Ey. s.5 UUs hee vseRSeSed cs eedotseccdcccccesccscsece§ L 
esse, Me. CUE Mrs sSdcclgn Whe vecsecosdtancccccceccccees 2 
MC tUCC GREE U Ria sci vlinba ce PSE cccbsdeestoccevececceccsse F 
Mt DME a gik abode ctWiedaecediseosaeocesece PUNSs cd UTR Sp POTeRee OL” 
NC RR OHOGEGDE Mies cbinccis cs cd-cdeedgvcceccvccscs fecspeeweeper 62 
eT MUNI DAL CLTIGCS weccccccscecccesceecccccvcccccece 2 
UNGER Fe aiivagsawecceseeraracscsevseseacercsesesese§ L 
Refuse Disposal Works ......ccccccccce PE ea enktebeReneOecececs 1 
Pereaitaments not otherwise classified ....ccavccccccccccccesnsccccs _ ih 

Total 921 


Vitel Statistics 


Live Births - Males 13, Females 18, Total 31, Rate 18.4 per 1,000 population 
as adjusted by comparability factor 1.11. 


Tliegitimate Live Births - 1 male, 3 female. 

Stillbirths - 0. 

Total Live and Stillbirths - 31. 

Infant Deaths - Urder 1 year 0, under 4 weeks of age O, under 1 week of age 0. 
Infant Mortality Rates - Infant deaths per 1,000 total live births 0. 
Legitimate infant deaths per 1,000 legitimate live births 0. Mllegitimate 
infant deaths per 1,000 illegitimate live births 0. 


Neo-natal Mortality Rate - 0 deaths under 4 weeks per 1,000 total live births. 
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Early Neo-natal Mortality Rate - O deaths under 1 week per 1,000 total live 
births. 


Perintal Mortality Rate - 0 stillbirths and deaths 1 week combined per 1,000 
total live and stillbirths, 


Maternal Mortality (including abortion) - 0 deaths. Rate per 1,000 total live 


and stillbirths 0. 


Deaths (excluding infant mortality) - Males 15, Females 9, Total 24, (excludes 
outward and includes inwar’ transfers). 


Death Rete - 8.1 per 1,000 population as adjusted by comparability factor 0.63. 


Causes of Death Males Females 


1. Tuberculosis, Respiratory. 

11. Malignant Neoplasm, Lung, Bronchus. 

14. Other Malignant and Lymphatic Neoplasms. 
17. Vascular Lesions of Nervous System. 

18. Coronary Disease, Angina. 

20, Other Heart Disease. 

21. Other Circulatory Disease. 

24. Bronchitus. 

32. Other Defined and Un—defined Diseases. 
34. All other Accidents. 


oe 
[a HR OF PRWOHH 
poforHooHaooce 


Total. All Causes 


Infectious and Other Notifiable Diseases - Tuberculosis (respiratory) O males, 
1 female; Scarlet Fever i male, 0 females; Measles (excluding Rubella) 1 male, 
O females. There were no cases of Whooping Cough, Puerperal Pyrexia, Dysentery, 
Acute Poliomylitis, Diptheria, Meningococcal Infection, Acute Pneumonia, 
Smallpox, Acute Encephalitis, Enteris or Typhiod Fever, Paratyphoid Fevers, 
Exysipelas, Food Poisoning, Ophthalmia Neonatorum, Anthrax, Chickenpox and 
German Measles. 


The Public Health (Leprosy) Regulations 1966 - No action needed. 


Mental Health Services - Administered by the Radnorshire County Council. 


Home Health Services and O1d People's Welfare - Administered by the Radnorshire 
County Council. Chiropody - A fortnightly service is given to persons over sixty 
years old. There is a Knighton Old People's Welfare Club. 


Water Supply - The water supply of the area and of its several parts was satisfactor: 
in quality and quantity, and the imposition of restrictions to sonsumption was not 
necessary. A 3" water main was laid fron the Cwm-Ifor main to Ffrydd Road to 

supply the new Council Houges and improve pressures 


6 bacterivlogical examinations were made of the water going into supply. 
3 reports were highly satisfactory and 3 unsatisfactory (1, 2 and 18 + coliform 
bacille per 100 ml. and bact. coli type 1 present in 2 samples). No chemical 
analyses were made by the local »uthority. The water has no plumbo-solvent actions. 
The water suoply is now controlled by the Radnorshire and North Breconshire Water 
Board. - 


Sewerage - The crude sewage is a little above average strength; the B.0.D. of the 
treated sewage is borderline and otherwise satisfactory, the river water above 
and below the sewage disposal works is well oxygeneted and clean in quality. 
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The arrangements for sewerage and sewage disposal in the district are reasonably 
adequate. The starting date for the scheme for enlarging and improving the 
sewage purification works is 19th June 1967. In order to remove solids in 
suspension to the degree required by the River Authority the pit for humus was 
enlarged and the sewage was dosed with sluminuim sulphate, these steps proving 
effective, There was some trouble at the works from waste oil but the source 
was detected and remedial steps taken. 


Livestock Market - The cleansing arrangements were satisfactory. 


Knackec's Yard - The management was satisfactory from the public health aspeét. 
There was no fly nuisance. The discharge of trade effluent from the Knacker's 
Yard would be more safely disposed of into the public sewer. 


Refuse Removal — Collection and incineration were carried out satisfactorily. 

The whole district, including the ouvlying parts, is covered by weekly collections, 
two weekly collections being made fror. some premises. Accumulations of rubbish 

at the Garth Quarry were bulldosec into the quarry and covered with soil. 


Sports and Recreation -— Bryn--y—-Castel] recreation ground provides for football 

and cricket and there are public tennis courts, a public bowling green and a 
childven's recreaticn ground. The Council informed the Swimming Pool Organization 
Committee that they would provide a suitable site. 


Housing Improvement Grants - 5 discretionary and 1 standard building grants were 
made. 


Shops — Only one food shop failed to comply with proper standards and action may 
have to be taken over the state of the premises. The storage rooms were dirty 

and needed painting. Toilet facilities for the staff were inadequate and smelly. 
The shop itself needed cleaning, painting and the floor coverings renewed. This is 
a great pity because the new manager did all he could to remedy matters and was 
not supported by his employers. 


The Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act 1963 - The number of registered premise: 
at end of year were 9 offices, 19 retail shops and 5 catering establishments open 


to the public and canteens, +ogether employing 44 males and 64 females. The 
registered premises received &4 inspections. At one premises a dilapidated yard 
store was demolisned to improve natural lighting and general tideness. At another 
premises varhous improvements were carried out, including, handrails to stairs, 
repairs to floors and ceilings, re~decoration, etc. 


Schools — No change. 


The Liquid Ege (Pasteurisation) Regulations, 1963 -- These Regulations are enforee- 
-able by the Council to whom it is open to send samples of liquid egg to the 
Public Analysts or the Public Health Laboratory Services for the alphamylase test, 
The most convenient laboratory designated for carrying out this test is the Public 
Health Laboratory, Cockett Road, Swansea. No sample has yet been sent. 


Ice-cream (Heat Treatment, etc.) Regulations, 1959 — No action necessary. One 


additional premises was registered. 


Meat Inspection - No slaughterhouses; meat inspection at butchers' shops carried 
out. Refrigerators properly maintained and used. 


Rodent Control - Service unchanged. No statutory notices were required. 
Measures continue to be effective. 


Transport ~ The situation remains unsatisfactory and may change for the worse. 
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Industrial Development - The Government financed Trousers Factory in Knighton 
was employing 140 in December 1966. This factory is to be enlarged in 1967 to 
provide a further 80 jobs for women. 


Car Parks = Further extensions were made to the SwansClose Car Park, The Knighton 
(Street Parking Places) Order 1966 was made and put into operation in High Street. 


Road Safety - The approach road to Under Ffrydd Wood Housing Site was improved. 
The County Survey>r was asked to remedy the danger due to the narrowness and 
winding nature of Farrington Lane. The Council requested the County Surveyor to 
re-consider his decision not to install a mirror opposite the junction of Bridge 
Street and Brookside. Reflective strips were placed at several ‘danger’ points. 
A protective fence was erected along Crabtree Welk. 


The Council initisted proposals for a lay—by fronting the Clothing 
Factory in West Street. A section of Ebrondy—Hall Lane was widened to permit 
passage of vehicles. 


Street Lighting - The lower section of Farrington Lane was provided with sodium 
lighting. Proposals for additional lighting in various parts of the town were 
approved. 


Dangerous Structures ~ One dangerous wall was satisfactorily renewed and a section 
cf another. 


New Dweilings - The Council's echeme for 20 flatlets for the elderly and 2 Council 
houses, was underway. 


Council Housing Estates - The Council is asked to consider the state of tideness 

of its own housing estates. This varies a lot and so many of our tenants obviously 
take a great pride in their houses and gardens. It would be a good thing if some 
encouragement could be given by trying to check the few who obviously make no 
attempt. JI understand that the Council is giving serious consideration to a genera! 
review of under and over ocoupancy and I hope that this will be given high vriority. 


The Rag Flock and Other Filling Materials Act 1951 — There is no registered 
premises, to which this Act and tne 1965 Reguletions relate, the only activities 


being the remaking or reconditioning of upholstery. 


Poultry Inspection - There are no poultry processing premises within the district. 
Poultry is sold from 6 shops. 


The Construction (Health and Welfare) Regulations, 1966 - Only one contractor 


had more than 25 persons employed oh a site and adequate steps were taken to 
comply with Regulatioa $ requiring the provision of stretchers, etc. 


Hospital - The hospital is administered by the Brecon and Radnor Hospital Management 
Committee of the Welsh Hospital Board. Further efforts, including a public 
conference, were made to preserve these hospital services in Knighton. The maternity 
and labour wards were again disinfected on request. 


Commen Lodging Houses — None. 


Litter - The litter bins placed in various parts of the town were well used. The 
Councii may wish to consider approaching the Highway Authority to clean up the 
litter along the verges of Ludlow Road. The worst areas are between Bryn-y—Castell 
entrance gates and the Pontfaen Estate andégain in the parking places used by 

cars under the Lower Woodhouse Wood. In some places on the Council Housing Estates 
the amount of litter about the roads, pavements and hedges is really very bad. 
Litter bins might be installed but would need to be strong, well anchored and 
regularly emotied. 


Scrap Metal Dealers Act — No change. 
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Nuisances - A nuisance from dust disseminated by lorries on a site being developed 
as a transport depot was remedied. The Ministry of Agriculture's Pest Officer 
reviewed the state of the pigeon nuisance in Knighton and made some useful 
suggestions which it is hoped to carry out. In respect of the fouling of footpaths 
by dogs, Knighton shows up very badly. There are too many dogs running loose 

in town and their owners, even when accompanying the dogs, in many cases make no 
attempt to control fouling. Attempting to remedy this by Bye—laws can be 
unpopular and ineffectual. JI would recommend the Council to consider propaganda. 
It might be useful to ask for the co-operation of the Women's Institute which is 
already concerned about the matter. 


Petroleum (Consolidation) Act, 1928 - Premises licensed to sell petrol were, with 


one exception, found to comply with the conditicns of licence. The defeaulter 
remedied the omissions. 


Public Conveniences - I would recommend the Council to consider improving the 
Market all conveniences which are, a. present, only available to the public 

as a male urinal. There is a water closet on the premises which might be brought 
into use. Urgently required is some form of non-writing surface to the walls 
which are objectionably disfigured by obscenity. Is it necessary to consider 
facilities for women too? 


Generally, it is desirable to have washing facilities installed where 
they do not already exist ond to improve the existing ones by the provision of 
some form of soap and hand drying facilities. 


Food Hygiene :(General) Regulations, 1960 - The food premises subject to these 


Regulations comprise 9 canteens and snack bars, 1 club, 1 hospital, 4 butchers’ 
shops, 21 other shops, 2 hotels and 7 licensed premises. All these 45 premises 
comply with Regulation 16 which requires wash-hand basins to be provided. 
Regulation 19, which requires facilities for washing food and equipment, apply 
to all these 45 premises which are fitted tc comply with the tiegulations. 


Demolition and Closing Orders -— None made. 


The Cinematograph Act 1909 and Phe Cinematograph (Safety) Regulations 1965 - The 


Radnorshire County Council is the responsible authority. 


Prescribed Particulars on the Administration 


of the Factories Act, 1961 
PART 1 OF THE ACT 


1. INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions as to health (including inspections 
made by Public Health Inspectors). 


Number 
on 
Register 


(2) 


Number of 
Written 
notices 


(4) 


Premises 


Occupiers 
Prosecuted. 


(5) 


Inspections 


(3) 


(1) 


(i) Factories in which 
Sections 1,2,3,4, 


and 6 are to be 2 
enforced by the 
Local Authorities. 


ii) Factories not 
included in (i) 
in which Section 7 LY 45 = ss 

is enforced by the 

Local Authority. 

19 51 ~ Carried forward Siata 


Digitized by the Internet Archive: 
in 2016 with funding from. 
Wellcome LItary 


https://archive.org/details/b28849449 


(iii) Other Premises in 
which Section 7 is 
enforced by the Local 


Authority (excluding 
outworker premises) 


2. Cases in which DEFECTS were found 
(If defects are discovered at the premises on two, three or more separate 
occasions they sould be recconed as two, three or more "cases") 


Number of cases in which defects Number of cases | 


were found in which Prosec- 
Particulars . -utions were 
Found | Renedied |To.H.M. By H.M. instituted. 
be Sa 
(1) (2) 5 (6) 
Want of Cleanliness (S.1) 3 = 


Overcrowding (S.2) = ~ ae 
a... eee eats 


Inadequate. cs en a | 
Se ! ) 

Ineffective drainage - 

of floors (S.6) od e 

Sanitary Conven's. (s.7) = 

(a) insufficient . mn = 

(b) unsuitable or 

defective 1 ms ee 


(cs) not separate for 
sexes - - - 
Other offences against 
the Act (not including 
offences relating to | ; 
Outwork) vA ~ 


Part V111 of the Act ~ Outwork - Sections 133 and 134 — NIL. 


Following representations made on behalf of the Council, improvements to means 
of escape in case of fire were made et a local factory. 


Yours obediently, 


(Signed) B.C. DAVIES, BoM. E.Ch., D.R.C.0.G., 
Medical Officer of Health. 


30th June, 1967. 
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